Background There is growing recognition that stronger health systems are necessary to accelerate progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). However, a departure from disease-specifi c programmes and interventions requires the development of a new empirical framework for programme evaluation that focuses on indicators of health system strengthening. Service provision assessment (SPA) surveys provide a wealth of data about health system resources, but they often include too many indicators to provide useful insight into general systems strength or service readiness. To improve the usefulness of such data, we have applied multidimensional statistical data reduction techniques to SPA data with the aim of developing robust measures of health system capabilities.
